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Spokane County Fire Protection District 8 
MINUTES 

Board of Fire Commissioners Regular Meeting 

Station 82 
June 14, 2016 

6:00 p.m. 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER  

A regular meeting of the Board of Fire Commissioners was called to order at 6:01 pm by Chair Chuck 

Vyverberg.  In Attendance: Commissioner Lee Boling, Commissioner Chuck Vyverberg, Fire Chief 

Tony Nielsen, Assistant Chief Greg Godfrey, District Secretary Carol Trescott, members of the 

District, and members of the public. Commissioner Andy Rorie was in attendance by phone. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

 Move: New Business, Items 6A, Volunteer Firefighter Recruit Academy 2016-1 Graduation to 

follow Approval of the Agenda. 

 Move: New Business, Item 6B, New Career Fire Lieutenants’ Oath/Badge Pinning to follow 

Volunteer Firefighter Recruit Academy 2016-1 Graduation. 

Motion made by Commissioner Boling and seconded by Commissioner Rorie:  To approve the 

Agenda as amended.  The motion carried unanimously.  

 

Commissioner Vyverberg recessed the regular meeting at 6:03 pm for the graduation and oath 

ceremonies. 

 

At 7:11 pm Commissioner Vyverberg called the regular meeting back to order. 

 

INTRODUCTIONS 

 

APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AGENDA 

Motion made by Commissioner Rorie and seconded by Commissioner Boling:  Move to approve the 

Consent Agenda as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.  

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

A. Policies and Procedures: Commissioner Vyverberg tabled this item. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

A. Volunteer Firefighter Recruit Academy 2016-1 Graduation: Recruit Academy 2016-1 

graduation began with messages from Chief Nielsen and Division Chief Hatley. Chief Nielsen then 

administered the Oath of Office to Resident Volunteer Thomas Latham; Volunteer Tender Operator 

David Fields; and Volunteer Firefighters Travis Brewer, Brooks Hunt, Timothy Jones, August Klaue, 

Luke Klein, Patrick Perry, Brock Slavin, and William Skladany. A badge pinning for each new 

member followed the group oath. Special recognition was presented to Valedictorian, Thomas 

Latham; Most Improved, William Skladany; and Brock Slavin, Most Inspirational.  

 



BOFC Meeting Minutes:  06/14/2016 2 

B. New Career Fire Lieutenants’ Oath/Badge Pinning:  Chief Nielsen administered the 

Lieutenant Oath of Office to Lt. Kris Cress, Lt. Nathan Hawley, Lt. James Smock, Lt. Adam Villard, 

and Lt. Jason Wilkins. The Oath was followed with a badge pinning by each Lieutenant’s family. 

 

C. Resolution 16-04, Waiver of Competitive Bidding Requirements for LifePak 15:  Chief 

Nielsen reported that with the expansion of the paramedic program the District has a need for two 

additional LifePak 15 monitor/defibrillators that are also compatible with the District’s current units.  

He said Chief Godfrey and MSO Chavez negotiated a price for the equipment with AMR at a 

substantial savings to the District.  Brian Snure has reviewed the proposed purchase and drafted a sole 

source resolution. 

 

Motion made by Commissioner Vyverberg and seconded by Commissioner Rorie: To approve 

Resolution 16-04, Waiver of Competitive Bidding Requirements.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

D. Resolution 16-05, Surplus Vehicle and Donations to CARES:  Chief Nielsen said staff has 

determined a vehicle owned by the District is no longer of need or use to the agency and requested 

that the Board declare one 2001 Ford Expedition as surplus.  In addition, the Chief said Spokane Fire 

Department’s Community Assistance Response Team would like to utilize the vehicle for its program.  

He said the CARES team provides a tremendous service within the City of Spokane, Spokane Valley, 

and surrounding fire districts.  Other agencies have contributed financially toward the program and 

Chief Nielsen asked that the Board consider donating the vehicle to the CARES team as District 8’s 

contribution to the program.   

 

Brian Schaeffer, Assistant Fire Chief with Spokane Fire Department, said one of the biggest 

challenges for the CARES program is securing capital.  He said the team is composed primarily of 

interns and brings in no revenue.  Chief Shaeffer stated any aid that it receives helps the team to do 

their job and contributes to the greater good of the community. CARES provides services to citizens in 

Fire Districts 8, 9, 4, 3, Valley Fire, and Spokane Fire Department.   

 

Motion made by Commissioner Vyverberg and seconded by Commissioner Rorie:  To approved 

Resolution 16-05, Authorizing Transfer of Vehicle.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

E. SCFD8 FF Association Report:  SCFD8 Firefighter Association President, Bob Lundy 

reported a meeting was held on April 11th and the following officers were elected:  Bob Lundy, 

President; Joe St. John, Treasurer; Dave Simboli, Vice President; and Jeff McCormick, Secretary.  

Trustees were also chosen for each station.   

 

Officers met with past president, Dan Glover, to transfer possession of the Association’s bank 

account. Two checks were unaccounted for and a stop payment was issued on both.  One of the 

missing checks was submitted by Mike Hause to Fire District 8 for payment of his records requests.   

It was also discovered that Dan Glover issued himself a $500 check during his campaign for Fire 

Commissioner.   

 

President Lundy said it is his and the Association’s goal to re-establish trust between the Fire 

Commissioners, members of the District, and the Firefighters Association.  He said it is important that 

when a donation is made to the Firefighters Association that it is protected by the Association.  At the 

May 12th meeting a policy was adopted requiring two signatures on every check written.  The balance 

of the Firefighters Association bank account is approximately $700.   
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Mr. Lundy said there is a renewed energy within the Association.  Possible activities include holding a 

group dinner at quarterly training, a 5k run and fundraiser, a pancake feed or chili cook-off tied into 

the 5k run, and a golf tournament.  The Association is also looking into the use of social media.  

President Lundy said with the implementation of auto-aid agreements, the Association sees an 

opportunity to go beyond District’s borders to seek donations for benevolent projects, such as 

providing aid to a care facility that District 8 responds to.  The Association is looking for ways to get 

out and become a part of the community. 

 

Commissioner Boling said he attended a presentation by the Secretary of State’s office where he 

became aware that the issuance of unauthorized Association checks could be seen as an audit issue.  

He said he hopes that the Association has goals in mind for recouping the costs of the improperly 

issued checks. 

 

F. District Open House/s:  Chief Long recently completed an after action review of the May 14th 

open house.  At the meeting attendees developed three objectives:  to review the event; to offer 

suggestions on improvement; to bring forward new items for future open houses; and to review the 

vendor list.  Suggestions for subsequent open houses included providing more demonstrations, 

including the WSAFM sprinkler trailer; stationing a centralized information tent, and reserving the 

parking lot for handicapped and elderly visitors.   

 

Commissioner Boling suggested the committee work on each open house in order to carry a common 

theme between stations. He also felt monies should be allocated to each event so that the District does 

not have to rely so much on the community for donations. 

 

Chief Long agreed that each open house should have equal thought and planning, however, the 

location limitation of the station and the time of year of the open house may dictate what activities 

they are able present.  

 

EXECUTIVE REPORT by Chief Nielsen 

A. Summer Newsletter: The Board was given a draft copy of the 2016 Summer Edition of the 

Fire 8 Flyer; the newsletter will be printed and mailed the week of June 20th. 

 

B. GRC Results:  Through the Strategic Plan, a survey is distributed each May to the 

membership to measure how the Board and the Fire Chief are performing in relation to the 

Governance Relations Contract.  A second survey is distributed each year to the commissioners and 

the Fire Chief to measure how their relationship is and how they well they adhere to the Governance 

Relations Contract.  The Board received the results of the recent Commissioners/Fire Chief survey. 

 

C. Hangman Golf Course AEDs:  On April 1st District 8 crews and Spokane Engine 11 

responded to a cardiac arrest at Hangman Valley Golf Course.  The patient has since been discharged 

from the hospital and will be invited to a future BoFC meeting for a CPR Save ceremony.  As a result 

of the incident, Chief Long worked with Spokane County Parks to install an AED at Hangman Valley 

Golf Course.  There are also plans to expand the program to other area golf courses; SHMC and 

District 8 will provide familiarization training to golf course staff. 

 

D. Mid-year Workshop:  A BoFC mid-year workshop is scheduled for Thursday, July 7, 6:00 

pm at Station 82.  The commissioners will contact Chief Nielsen by June 30th if they have any 

additions to the agenda. 
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EXECUTIVE SESSION 

None 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Attached 

 

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

None  

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Mike Hause thanked the Firefighters Association for picking up the tab on his public records request. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Chief Chat will be Thursday, June 6, 2016, 7:00 pm, at Station 82  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

The regular meeting was adjourned at 7:45 pm. 

         

 

_____________________________________ 
              Charles H. Vyverberg, Chair 

              Fire District 8 Commissioner 

 

 

 

 

ATTEST: 

_______________________________________ 
Carol L. Trescott, District Secretary 


